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Upcoming Events
u 	Ice Bike 9 - The Forks
	 Sunday, Feb. 4th 

	 icebiking.com
u 	Get off Your Butt and Ski
	 Corporate Challenge
	 Saturday, February 24th

	 getoffyourbuttandski.com
u 	Car Cost Freedom Day
	 Monday, February 26th

u 	Earth Day
	 Sunday, April 22nd

u	Commuter Challenge
	 June 4-8, 2007
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Active & Green is brought to you 
by Resource Conservation Manitoba, 
a non-pro�t and non-governmental 
organization dedicated to sustainable 
living. RCM is also the organizer for 
the Commuter Challenge in Manitoba. 
Learn more about living sustainably and 
how to support RCM�s activities at:

resourceconservation.mb.ca 
Green Commuting Helpline: 

(204) 925-3772

News in Brief
Hybrid Vehicle Rebate
If  you’re thinking of  purchasing a 
hybrid vehicle, good news! Premier 
Gary Doer announced in the 2006 
throne speech a $2,000 rebate on 
hybrid purchases. But remember 
that not all hybrids are created 
equally green ð fuel efþciency is the 
key factor in your vehicle purchase.

Around 2.2 billion people were predicted 
to travel by plane in 2006, up 10% from 
the previous year. This 
continues a pattern 
of  about 9% growth 
annually in air travel 
over the past 40 years.  
Experts project that 
the growing use of  air travel means that 
aviation’s share of  global CO2 emissions 
will reach 3% by 2050.*  

For employees and companies that are 
conscious of  the environmental impact 
of  their work-related (and leisure) air 
travel, this can pose a dilemma.

One option is to make your travel 
‘carbon neutral’ by purchasing ‘offsets’ 
through a variety of  organizations 
that use the funds for projects that 
reduce or eliminate greenhouse gases.  
For example, Al Gore told National 
Geographic Traveler magazine (July/
Aug. 2006) that he purchases offsets 
for his frequent travel around the 
world to talk about global warming.

“I buy offsets for every bit of  it… My 
wife and I put money into a project in 
India that substitutes highly efþcient 
solar units at $300 (240 euros) a pop 
for very dirty kerosene burners, which 
veriþably reduces a lot of  CO2.”

Flying? Green Your Business Travel
And while Mr. Gore is conþdent in 
the validity of  his purchased offsets, 

be warned 
there is no 
standard carbon 
calculation used 
by the different 
offset programs 

and each chooses the projects on 
which their dollars will be spent.  
These can vary widely, from planting 
trees to þnancing wind power to 
protecting biodiversity.

Just a few of  the organizations offering 
carbon offset transactions include 
Offsetters, Climate Care, Carbon 
Fund, Terra Pass, Native Energy, 
The Climate Trust, CarbonNeutral 

(continued on page 4)

(News in Brief  continued on page 2)* Time Magazine, “Learning to Fly Green”, Sept. 25, 2006, and 
Ode Magazine, “Flying the Sustainable Skies”, Oct. 17, 2006




